76              SOME NOTES ON BOOKBINDING

neighbouring pages, and besides this the growth of
mildew may be encouraged.

For the binding of valuable old manuscripts 1 like to
use wooden boards with clasps and white alum pigskin
as the covering material. Such a binding forms a little
press that keeps the leaves of the manuscript lightly corn-

require a different treatment. As I mentioned before, if
the paper is soft and woolly it can be strengthened by
passing it through a bath of size. This re-sizing merely
replaces the size originally in the paper which has
perished, generally as the result of damp. Re-sizing
removes a good many stains from paper books, and,
generally speaking, I do not care to wash old books with
chemical bleaching agents. Occasionally, and especially
in finely illustrated books published in the middle of
last century,, the plates are sadly disfigured by brown
stains due to the presence of iron, and these can be
removed, but only at some risk. The third report of the
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research on
the Cleaning and Restoration of Museum Exhibits,
published by the Stationery Office in 1926, price 5*.,
gives some extremely valuable advice for the cleaning of
prints and even of water-colours. The use of thymol for
the sterilization of mildewed paper is advocated. I have
used a solution, cone in a thousand' of mercuric chloride
(corrosive sublimate) in paste and size, to prevent the
growth of mould. I see that the report referred to above
advocated the use of the very much stronger solution of
i per cent, of this poison for sterilizing paste in a particular
case. Paste containing corrosive sublimate is, of course, a
very dangerous poison, and must be handled with extreme
care, and for workshop use I should not like to exceed the
proportion of *one in a thousand* of this poison.